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The 
Oaks Arrow 

Two Cultures - One Mission 

Dedicating a Museum to the Glory of God 

April 27, 2019 

The day began with a worship service conducted next to the remodeled building being dedicated as the new 
museum on campus. A morning rain had freshened the air, a strong breeze whipping through the tent under 
which the crowd had gathered. It was a setting that inspired and, indeed, the proceedings were filled with re-
minders of the Spirit of the Lord at work among us, as Jesus instructs Nicodemus: "...the wind blows where it 
will, and you hear the sound of it, but you do  not know from whence it comes or whither it goes. So it is with 
everyone born of the Spirit". 

Greetings were shared by Cherokee Nation Tribal Councilor, Bryan Warner, and Mission Alum, Simeon Gipson, 
Chair of the Museum Committee, followed by a processional hymn and a Thanksgiving for Baptism, led Rev. 
Mike Girlinghouse, Bishop of the Arkansas-Oklahoma. The gathered were blessed with a selection of Cherokee 
hymns offered by Tim & Choogie Kingfisher; a Prayer to the Four Directions, led by Mission Alum, Sol Bird 
Mockicin; Scripture readings; reflections on early Mission life shared by Phil Larsen and a history of the building 
being dedicated from notes provided by Dr. Reuel Vammen; a Comanche hymn sung by John Barfield, a senior at 
the Mission; presentations of a shawl, created by Celeste, daughter of Mission Alum, Simon Gipson, and artwork 
created by Alum, Ray Dean Grass. 

Expertly accompanied by Diane Madsen, hymns of praise were scattered throughout the service, which conclud-
ed with a blessing upon the building and a ribbon-cutting. Dinner was served and tours conducted. Indeed, a day 
of memories to be remembered. 



 

JORDAN’S PAGE - Interviews & More 

I received the “Most Valuable to Campus Life” and “Strong Roots” 
awards this last April at the student awards banquet. I was told to 
write about how it is to be a campus leader, and when I came to 
think about it my mind went blank. I’ve been told several times by 
staff and my cottage-parents since January that I am a “leader” or 
“role model” for other students, by keeping up my classwork de-
spite not being able to be in school, as well as doing the right 
things and what I’m asked to do. Honestly, I don’t see myself as a 

leader, just someone who is trying to make the best of things and be successful. But by receiv-
ing these awards and always being reminded by the Oaks Mission that I’m supported, has giv-
en me a lot of self-confidence that I didn’t have before. It feels really special for someone to let 
me know that I’m doing something right, even though I have my times where I do mess up. I 
wouldn’t be who I am without the friends I’ve made and the staff and cottage-parents constantly 
building me up and making me a better person. So, I wouldn’t call myself a leader; I would call 
myself a positive outcome of the love, care and support that I’ve gotten from the Oaks Indian 
Mission. 
 

Mission Alum Turned Cottage-parent                           
Looks Back on Life at the Oaks 

 

Jack Kelley was living in California and 
Tahlequah before he moved to Oaks, Oklaho-
ma in 1964. He was twelve years old and in 
the seventh grade. When Jack moved to the 
Mission, he lived in Seminole Cottage. Jack 
was involved in church activities and in sports, 
favoring baseball. He graduated from the 
Oaks Mission High School in 1970 and went 
to Bethany College in Lindsborg, KS. After 
leaving college, he married his wife LouAnn at the age of eighteen 
and moved to Tulsa. While living in Tulsa Jack worked in construc-
tion, until January 1984, when he and his wife decided to move back 
to Oaks and become cottage- parents at the Mission. They had 
three children: Jay, Melessa, and Justin. As cottage-parents in Cher-
okee Cottage, the Kelley’s treated the girls as their own children, 
while still having to follow the campus policies. Jack always encour-
aged the children to be involved in different activities from church to 
sports, but never trying to force them. In 1991 Jack and LouAnn left 
the Oaks Indian Mission. Jack moved on to working in tools, while 
LouAnn became the supervisor of a poultry company. Four years 
went by and in 1995 they came back and became the boys’ cottage-
parents in Seminole Cottage. Jack was the first cottage-parent in the 
Vammen Cottage, after the house was remodeled into a cottage in 
2000. After leaving for the last time, Jack worked at a poultry plant in 
Jay, OK until he retired. He visits Oaks often and still keeps in touch 
with his former students from the Mission to this day. Now, his son 
Jay, who came to the Oaks in his seventh grade year, also very tal-
ented in baseball, is a cottage-parent at Oaks - at Vammen Cottage! 

LaStarza 
Dollarhide 
is 15 and 
will be go-
ing into 
ninth 
grade. Her 
cottage-parent is Jay Kelley and she 
lives in Vammen Cottage. LaStarza has 
been at the Mission since March, 2018. 
She likes that she has been able to get 
close to many people and be involved 
in campus activities and with the 
groups that come in. LaStarza has had 
the opportunity to go to various places 
which has helped her find her passion 
for wanting to be a missionary nurse. 
She hopes to travel all over the world 
and learn many other languages. She is 
very thankful for being able to stay at 
the Oaks Indian Mission. 



 

Honors, Memorials & In-kind 

January-April 2019 

Honorariums 
Sol Mockicin 

 Walter & Helen Laughlin 

 Loren & Dianne Havekost 

Carl Petering 

 Todd Petering 

LaVerne Mills 83rd Birthday 

 Moneca Mills 

Donald Pedersen’s 81st Birthday 

 Theodore Pedersen 

 Barbara Harmon 

Annette Kezbers Birthday 

 Nancy Krause 

 Risa Powell 

 Phyllis Abbott 

 Patricia Ayling 

 Sue Krominga 

 Memorials 
Pastor David C. Rossbach 

 Lucille Rossbach 

Audrey Pedersen 

 Donald Pedersen 

Karl (Chuck) Swanson 

 Lynne Roh 

Darlene Miller 

 Burdette & Janet Hermans 

Kent Shoemaker 

 Wanda Shoemaker 

 TempurSealy Int Team 

 Aaron & Beth Stulc 
 Travis Chambers & Audrey Kittelson 

  

Kent Shoemaker 

 Charles & Jean Worrell 

 Rocky & Peggy Kollmeyer 

 Bill & Rhonda Adams 

 Lee & Beverly Allen 

 Donald & Marcia Aspenson 

 Priscilla Williams 

Pearl Russell Baldwin 

 Rev. Don Marshall 

Deloris Buss 

 David & Leana Crary 

 Mark & Marcia Knudson 

 Mark & Heather Stonacek 

Tim Clark 

 Tim Haverkamp 

Holger & Mary Belle Christensen 

 Diane Smith 

Rev. Gordon Straw 

 Rev. Don Marshall 

Helen Dannenberg 

 Patty Dannenberg 

Doloris Bohling 

 Joyce Johnson 

JR Lowray Thiel 

 Rev. Don Marshall 

 Anna Carlson 

Matilda Schlange 

 Sally Schneider 

Bob Brase 

 Fred & Jane Harding 

 Bethlehem Lutheran Adair, OK 

 Rev. Don Marshall 

Marcia Vassar 

 M. Emily Capehart 

Elna Hofgaard Petersen 

 Mary Paul 

John O. Scheperle 

 Marie Scheperle 

Mark Thomsen 

 Mary Lou Thomsen 

Marsha McCain 

 Rev. Don Marshall 

Max Howard 

 Alice Howard 

Marilynne Von John 

 Dee Layne & Kenneth Spitler 

Clayton Nietfeld 

 Jillene McMinn Black 

Judy Ragsdale 

 St. John LWML Pryor, OK 

Dick & Phyliss Crissup 

Charles & Leona Elliott 

 Philip & Donna Crissup 

Margaret Ann Swimmer 

 Rev. Don Marshall 

 
In-Kind Donors 

Holy Cross Lutheran Beatrice, NE 

Nancy Soeken 

Carl & Ginger Petering 

St. Paul’s Lutheran OKC, OK 

United Lutheran Bella Vista, AR 

Dr. Melessa Kelley 

HJ & Kristi Ackerman 

Trinity Lutheran Russellville, MO 

Shirley Busky 

Julie Gerner 

Camp Bandage 

Ablaze Church Broken Arrow, OK  

 

Note: All individuals, families and  churches are listed 

to the best of our knowledge. It is not our intent to omit 

any donors and  contributions from our lists. If you see 

we have made a mistake, please accept our apology, 

and let us know so we can make a correction. 

How to Direct Thrivent Choice Dollars 

Online 

1. Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice 

2. In the “Get Started section on the right click Direct 
Thrivent Choice Dollars 

3. Log in by entering your user ID and password. (if you 
haven't yet registered on Thrivent.com, click Register 
for account access.”) 

4. Choose Oaks Indian Mission to Direct Choice Dollars 

5. Choose “Direct All or enter a specific number and 
click Direct Now.” 

 

 

How to Direct Thrivent Choice Dollars 

By Phone 

1. Call 800-847-4836 and when prompted, say “Thrivent 
Choice.’ 

2. Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars or 2 to hear Thrivent 
Choice Dollars program Terms & Conditions. 

3. A representative will work with you to direct Choice 
Dollars. 

 

 



 

Morning had not yet 
broken when a group of 
congregants from Eben 
Ezer Lutheran began an 
Easter procession to the 
Oaks cemetery to cele-
brate the resurrection of 
our Lord--and the Sacra-
ment of Holy Baptism. 
Which the Christian 
community has been 

doing for two millennia now... John, one of our re-
cent high school graduates, stepped forward to be 
bathed in Christ's death and resurrection unto new 
life. What a glorious morn it was! As the anointing 
oil streaked across John's forehead: "...child of 
God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and 
marked with the cross of Christ, forever" 

~ REASONS FOR THANKSGIVING~ 

This past weekend was an exciting time at Oaks.  We held our quarterly board meeting on Friday, adjourning that evening.  Saturday morn-

ing, we gathered again for the dedication of the new museum that was the fulfillment of a vision first cast by the alumni of Oaks.  The re-

modeling of the old rock building was made possible by a generous gift from Phil and Florence Larsen of Blair, Nebraska.  The Larsen’s 
have a long history with Oaks, Phil’s mother first arrived at Oaks in the early part of the twentieth century from Denmark to work alongside 

Pastor Nielsen and the Danish missionaries.  When completed, this museum will preserve the long history of Oaks, thanks to the Larsen 

family and the Oaks alumni. 

Saturday evening was the annual 1801 gala where numerous awards were presented and we heard a keynote address from Bryan Warner, 

candidate for Deputy Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation.  We also welcomed three new board members, Diane Madsen from Omaha, 

Nebraska, Stanly Riggs from Claremore, Oklahoma and Mike Shambaugh of Jay, Oklahoma. 

Perhaps the most exciting news of all was that we are well on our way to funding our new cottage, the first new construction at Oaks in nu-

merous decades. This is amazing given it has only been a year since we announced the plans for the new cottage with the estimated cost 

of over 500,000.00.  A special thanks to Dick Rathgeber of Austin, Texas and the Cherokee Nation, each contributing $100,000.00. Thanks 

to all of you who also contributed, bringing us to the goal.  We are still receiving gifts and/or from pledges over the next two years.  Our 

hope is to break ground this summer. 

As I spoke with some of the young people in our care, I heard stories of multiple foster homes. After the long journey through the foster care 

system, these young people proudly call Oaks home.  As one of the students put it; “This is the best place I have ever lived!”  Oaks has 

been making a difference in people’s lives since 1801 and will continue to do so because of the gifts that you give.  Our new cottage will 

provide for increased capacity and quality of care. We will continue to make a difference for these young people for years to come thanks to 

you. 

Please prayerfully consider an additional gift to Oaks to make our new cottage a reality.   

Gratefully, 

Rev. Peder N. Sandager, President 

12th Annual Golf Scramble 

Friday, September 27, 2019 

Cherokee Hills Golf Course 

Catoosa, OK  

Registration at 8:00 am 

Shotgun at 9:00 am 

$300/Foursome 

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS 

Flag Sponsor - $150 

Hole Sponsor - $300 

Putting Contest Sponsor - $1,000 

Executive Sponsor - $2,000 

Presenting Sponsor - $5,000 



 

~ACKERMAN’S GIFT THE OAKS~ 

We are delighted to 
announce that the 
Oaks Indian Mission 
is now the proud own-
er of a brand new, 
fresh out of the box, 
zero turn Husqvarna 
riding lawn mower--
thanks to our very 
generous partners in 
ministry, HJ & Kristi 

Ackerman, operators of an expansive farm supply 
store in Beloit, KS.  
 

Which means we are more 
than prepared now to tackle 
a summer's worth of mow-
ing. In fact, the gift couldn't 
have arrived at a more op-
portune time. One of our 
alums hopped on the seat 
and was off on a cutting. 

It would appear at the time of this printing 
that the Mabee Foundation challenge has 
indeed been met and an additional 
$100,000 will be made available for the 
construction of our new eight private bed-
room cottage with a roomy apartment for 
cottage-parents and a common dining 
room, living room and kitchen. 
We look forward to breaking ground soon--

thanks be to God, at work through the gen-
erous hearts of so many faithful partners in 
ministry! 

 

When servant groups come to campus, it is 
always cause for celebration. Not only for the 
amazing work accomplished, but even more 
importantly the connections with the Oaks 
folks. There is probably no better program 
we can offer these kids than the opportunity 
to rub shoulders with the people of God who 

come and go here, spreading the "aroma of Christ" (II Cor. 2:14-17). It's part of why these grounds have been 
described as sacred--because the mystery of faith happens here, as seeds are sown and the gift received. 
 

So it was a few months ago when a group of six University of Nebraska, Lincoln, students, the Lutheran cam-
pus pastor and intern pastor, spent Spring break among us, working and playing, sharing meals and worship 
with the kids here. And, indeed, what a week it was! Everyone's life touched a bit in the process. 
 

Then, two weeks later, the St Paul, Hickory Grove 
group of Nebraskans returned. These are folks who 
have made such a wondrous impact upon this minis-
try over the years, building a barn on their last visit 
here. This time the group of fifteen, men and wom-
en, from a couple of additional congregations in 
southeast Nebraska, began yet another major re-
modeling project--converting a very dilapidated house into the "New Springplace 

Chapel and Retreat Center", as the Board of Directors recently dubbed it. 



 

~Home Items~   

Towels 

Washcloths 

Oven Mitts  

 

~Health Items~ 

Laundry Detergent 

Dish Soap 

Toilet Paper 

Paper Towels 

Dryer Sheets 

~Pantry Items~ 

Peanut Butter 

Jelly 

Bottled Water 

 

~Outdoor Items~ 

Shovels 

Rakes 

Lawn Chairs 

 

~Large Items~ 

Sofas 

Recliners 

 

 

             Needs List 

Oaks Indian Mission 

P.O. Box 130 

Oaks, Oklahoma 74359 

918-868-2196 


