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The Oaks Indian Mission has long been known for its gift of accommodating
sibling groups, which means brothers and sisters are able to remain close in
the midst of the disruption going on within their families. It is a strong, stabilizing force and provides a rather critical element of security amid the insecurity swirling about them.
We have, for instance, two brothers and a sister, Cherokee, who have been
here for well over two years now. And, more recently, the Mission received
Ahbrianna, thirteen, and her younger sister, AJ, Cherokee, who just turned
nine.
The two girls have rooms in Vammen
Cottage and are active at school, as well
as in the congregation. Ahbrianna is a
Junior High cheerleader and AJ is a
cheerleader in training.
Ahbrianna also runs cross country, plays basketball, judges livestock, and
takes piano lessons. She will be performing in a school play next month. Such
being the life of an engaged teen!
We are offering Ahbrianna opportunities for advanced tutoring here on campus, as well—she has a gifted proficiency in mathematics. The challenge, of
course, is to keep Ahbrianna
challenged and growing into the considerable
gifts with which the Lord has blessed her.

A couple of Oaks folks, including an alum and a staff member, were recent recipients of
awards given by the Cherokee Nation at the 2019 Cherokee National Holiday this past September.
Sol Bird Mockicin received the annual Community Leadership Individual Award “...in recognition of Cherokee Nation
citizens who tirelessly have given, without hesitation, their
time to make their communities more vibrant, livable places. Their example of servant leadership embodies Cherokee values, and is held in high
esteem by their peers for strengthening the bonds of Cherokee Nation citizens.”
Rev. Don Marshall received the annual Samuel Worcester Award, which is “...given to a
non- Cherokee who has made substantial contributions to the preservation of Cherokee
heritage, culture, community and sovereignty.”
Another longtime member of the Oaks community who has been close to the Mission, Choogie Kingfisher, received the annual National Treasure Award, “...given in recognition of Cherokee artisans who have
exhibited exceptional skill and knowledge in traditional Cherokee arts and crafts by creating unique Cherokee works through graphic art, contemporary art, music, storytelling and other forms, as well as perpetuating and preserving the Cherokee language, embodying Cherokee values and bequeathing their
knowledge to younger generations.”

Bethlehem Lutheran, outside Adair,
OK hosted our kids and staff to a
hayride last month, followed by a
feast in the church basement.

The University of North
Alabama will be hosting a
group of kids and staff
from the Oaks Indian Mission this month, building
on their close partnership
with the Mission, student
groups from the University having made annual visits to the Oaks over the years, connecting with our kids
and doing servant projects.

Jordan, Miami, and Christian, Creek, have been preparing to affirm their Baptism in a service to be held
at Eben Ezer Lutheran during the Season of Advent.
The entire community of
faith is excited by this upcoming event and for those
affirming their faith. Jordan attended the National Lutheran Youth gathering in Houston
last year; it continues to shape her faith. Christian is preparing, spiritually, for the 2021 event
in Minnesota. Both, we
trust, will be the future
leaders of the church,
though, in fact, they are
already that now.

The Oaks Indian Mission just received the final report regarding our 2018 finances from the auditor—something we chose to
do—and the news is very good! There are, in fact, no recommendations for future changes in our practices. Needless to say,
we are thrilled and looking forward to sharing this news with funding sources.
It is testimony to our staff, particularly Ashley Cooper, our Director of Operations, who manages so many things so well. We
are thankful, also, for our Board Treasurer, Brenda Partain, and the work of the Tulsa accounting firm who oversees every
transaction, essentially.
We want our partners in ministry to know that we handle your gifts with the greatest of care, practicing due diligence in their
use. We are grateful for every dollar we receive. Our goal being faithful stewardship of all that God gives!

Honors, Memorials & In-kind
August - October 2019
Honorariums

Kenneth Kofoed

Cynthia Adair
Barbara Hovde

Rev. Don Marshall

Margie Fiedler
John & Barbara Nellermoe

Rev. John Northwall

Tim & Ruth Munger
Craig & Cheryl Nelson

Principal Chief Chuck Hoskins Jr.

Rev. Don Marshall
Deputy Principal Chief Bryan Warner

Raymond Gehl

Wally & Jane Nelson
Susan James
Peyrot Siblings
Quintos Family
Bowers Family
Russ & Jo Hilliard-Whiting
Christine Pehlke
Louise Leeds
Shirley Gehl

Rev. Don Marshall
Bishop Floyd & Betty Schoenhals

Carl & Ginger Petering
Rev. Walter Laughlin’s 90th B-day
Michael & Stephanie Mueller

Janice Fischer
Rev. Roger Bruns
Clayton & Joyce Gillock

Ginger Petering

Mildred Schemm

Judith Mellicker

Pastor Bill Shaner

Shane & Patty Bird
Betty Erion
Lorrayne Maki
Ardythe Schultz
Raymond & Kathleen Polach
Margaret Seba
Ardis Huke
Bonnie Jean Meyer
Carole Hannam
William Norma Cloninger
Joyce Hansen
Robert & Mary Oldis
Steven & Frances Street

St. Matthew LC - Johnson, NE

Memorials
Ezra Larsen
Gary & Diane Madsem
Keith & Lori Larsen
Sarah Genelle Retamoza

Stephanie Alexander
Bob Brase

EC & Shirley Peper
LaRue Miles

Wayne Stageman
Kent Shoemaker

Barbara Nielsen
Rev. Don Marshall

Ruby Shoemaker
Marcia Kadavy

Jean Jensby

Needs Lists
Shampoo

Toilet Paper

Conditioner

Paper Towels

Body Wash

Laundry Soap

Cough Drops

Cough Syrup

Dean Schemm
Hitch Enterprises
William Mai
LaJuana Gibson
Harold & Marilyn Deines
Rebekah & Timothy Peterson
John & Wanda Fixsen
Morgan Hallstrom

Rev. Don Marshall

In-Kind Donors
Arlo & Barbara DeKraai
Peace Lutheran Women's Mission
Group - Edgemont, AR
Sally Turner
American Lutheran Church - Filley, NE
Walmart Distribution Center Roger, AR
Kathleen Patz
Safari Signs - Tahlequah, OK
Lord of Love LC - Belton, MO
Julie Gerner
St. Paul Lutheran Church - OKC, OK
Our Lord’s Lutheran Church - OKC, OK
Susie Laflin
Kathy Knox
Resurrection LC - Yukon, OK
St. Mark LC - Midwest City, OK
Ascension LC - Del City, OK
Bishop Floyd & Betty Schoenhals
Carl & Ginger Petering
Note: All individuals, families and churches are listed to the
best of our knowledge. It is not our intent to omit any donors
and contributions from our lists. If you see we have made a
mistake, please accept our apology, and let us know so we
can make a correction.

Thank you, generous partners in ministry, for making this special
moment possible with gifts that will transform a vision into reality.

Groundbreaking for the New Cottage

Oaks Indian Mission
P.O. Box 130
Oaks, Oklahoma 74359
918-868-2196

Happy Thanksgiving
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I will say, Rejoice. Let all know your forbearance. The Lord is at

hand. Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” ...Philippians 4:4-7
The Thanksgiving Holiday could not be more properly placed within the cycle of the year, it would
seem—or the church year, for that matter. Though considered more of a secular or national holiday,
Thanksgiving comes this year directly between the last Sunday in the church year, Christ the King,
and the First Sunday in Advent, the Season of preparation for Christmas, the celebration of the birth
of the Christ child.
What an ideal time to be reminded of how blessed we are to be children of God, enjoying life in the
Kingdom. No wonder the Apostle Paul is so ebullient as he concludes his epistle to the Philippians,
despite being behind bars at the time. Such being a life anchored in gratitude. An abiding sense of
peace at the heart of it.
Happy Thanksgiving, dear partners in ministry!

