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The 
Oaks Arrow 

Though another school term has begun--already three weeks into it!--we 
are still celebrating the end of the last one. For instance, we just sent one of 
our 2019 graduates off to college, Haskell Indian Nation's University in Law-
rence, KS earlier last month. John, Comanche, left for his next adventure 
excited about the future and the possibilities that await. He had just spent a 
year and a half with us, but during that time some really important things 
happened to him. He was able to gain the confidence he needed to take on 
the next challenge in life. His Baptism at Eben Ezer Lutheran Easter worship 
this past April was indeed a huge moment--not only for John, but this entire 
community. Thanks be to God! 
 

This summer has been remarkable for many 
opportunities our kids have responded so enthusiastically to, from 
basketball camps to music concerts to faith-based retreats. Speaking 
of faith, two back-to-back weeklong events in the middle of the sum-
mer had a powerful impact upon those attending. One of our girls, 
Kiowa, returned to campus with a request to be baptized. So we cele-
brated yet another Baptism at Eben Ezer Lutheran on Sunday, July 21. 
And a celebration it was! With a feast following, of course--including 
a Baptismal cake!! 
 

Wrapped around these special moments was summer school, though 
not in the traditional sense, more experiential, involving tours and such. For the better part of June 

and again the last two weeks of July. Fall semester classes began on the 
8th of August--an early start to, we trust, an inspiring semester. 
 

Our kids are scattered through grades second to 
eleven, with the greatest concentration of stu-
dents in the tenth grade. What a sight it is, their 
backpacks in place, off they go, into their fu-
tures. And one day they, too, like John, will be 
preparing for the next big journey. 

What a powerful thing it is to bear witness to 
such growth in a child… How blessed to be   
trusted with this sacred opportunity! 



 

The excitement grows. Ground-breaking for the new Oaks Indian Mission cottage is scheduled for  October A general contractor 
is about to be selected and the old post office that has long been an eyesore as one approaches the campus is about to be re-
moved.  
 
The funds for both the Immanuel Vision Foundation and the Mabee Foundation matching grants have been secured, praise God, 

and all is ready for work to begin on a home that will serve up to eight children, in private bed-
rooms and accompanying bathrooms, cottage-parent apartment, and common kitchen, dining 
and living rooms. 
 
One of the more innovative fund-raising efforts for this project came out of Hot Springs Village, 
Arkansas. The members of Community of Joy Lutheran Church sold quilt squares of various 
sizes and prices that then were woven together into two beautifully designed and colorful quilts 
that were given for the new cottage, along with all the proceeds from the sale of squares. 
 

A Word from Pastor Don... 

Editor's Note: This remains Jordan's page, but this issue reflects her photography only, as she begins another school 
term. We are delighted to report that Jordan was baptized this past Pentecost Sunday, to much celebration. She has 
been very active this summer, attending a Synod retreat, as well as two Synod Assemblies. A junior this year, Jordan has 
been selected to attend special college courses at Northeastern Oklahoma State University in nearby Tahlequah this se-
mester. 

Christian celebrates the first 
anniversary of his Baptism 
on August 12 

And President Pete 
It is an exciting time for our mission here at Oaks.  It is a time of looking forward to a new future and at the same time continuing 

to celebrate our history.  As you are aware, for the past year we have been raising funds to build a new cottage to house some 

of our students.  That is rapidly becoming a reality as we are awaiting the bids from contractors.  Once we have selected a con-

tractor we will be scheduling a groundbreaking ceremony at Oaks, most likely in October during the time of our Fall meeting.  We 

hope that many of you can join us for the celebration of this new construction, the first in several decades at Oaks. 

I can’t thank you enough for your support not only for the new cottage but for the ongoing operations of Oaks.  Each and every 

donation helps these children who might not have a chance if it wasn’t for our Mission.   

I continue to be in awe of the fact that Oaks began in 1801, more than two centuries ago, and has continued to make a differ-

ence in the lives of Native children.  At our last Board meeting we welcomed two new members, Diane Madsen and Mike Sham-

baugh.  Each of them bring a long history to the Oaks.  In Diane’s case, her grandmother came from Denmark to help in the Mis-
sion at Oaks, in the early 1900’s.  For Mike, he is a member of the Cherokee Tribal Council and has been a resident of North-
east Oklahoma his whole life.  There isn’t a time in his memory when Oaks wasn’t making a dif-
ference.  We are excited that these two gifted individuals will continue to be a part of the ongoing 

history that is Oaks. 

But most of all I must give thanks for the Gospel.  As an ordained Pastor, I have always known 

what a difference its proclamation can make in the development of young people.  This summer 

we celebrated the Sacrament of Baptism after two of our students, Jordan and Kiowa, heard 

God’s call. We also celebrated the baptismal anniversary (one year) of Christian.  

Thanks be to God! 



 

Honors, Memorials & In-kind 

May - July 2019 

Honorariums 
Larry Wallman 

 Mrs. Norman Wallman 

Carl Petering 

 Todd Petering 

 Virginia Petering 

Christopher Bauer 

 Kathryn Nuss 

Donald Pedersen, Fathers Day 

 Barbara Harmon 

Pastor Roger Bruns, 40th Ordination 

 Donald Pedersen 

 Rev. Don Marshall 

 John & Betty Becker 

Rev. Peder Sandager, Retirement  

 Rev. Don Marshall 

Rev. Mark Van Scharrel 

 Rev. Don Marshall 

Calvary Lutheran Church 

 Patricia Klitzky 

Dr. Reuel Vammen 

 Suzanne Trulock 

 Nona Culpepper 
Ed & Cynthia Gustavson 50th Anniversary 

 Don & Linda Hollrah 

 James & Donna Morton 

 Rev. Don Marshall 

 Charles & Heidi Highfill 

 V.I. Wilson 

 Julie Gustafson 

 Penelope Pate 

 Dr. Michael & Darlene Nielsen 

 Marguerite Chapman 

 Alan & Michele Fox 

 Gary & Dolores Fehnel 

 Rudolf & Deborah Herrmann 

 Jeanette Winkelman 

 Roy Jr. & Julie Brockmeier 

 Gordon & Jane Purser 

 Cheryl Emmer 

 Dr. Erv Janssen 

 Bishop Floyd & Betty Schoenhals 

Dr. Gary & Diane Madsen 

 Philip & Florence Larsen 

Phyllis Abbott 

 Richard & Patricia Ayling 

Erv & Pearl Goldenstein 

 Ingrid & Jeffrey Goldenstein 

  

 Memorials 
Marcia McCain 

 Judith Perkins 

 Jean Indorf 

 Lucas & Janet Parsch 

Kent Gerking 

 Robert & Kimberly Butler 

Richard Ackerman 

 Steven & Beverly Long 

Darlene Miller 

 Burdette & Janet Hermans 

Kent Shoemaker 

 John & Ann Ross 

Robert Butler Sr. 

 Paul & Vira Lillenas 

 Caroline Butler 

 James & Deanne Gerking 

Our Parents 

 Herbert & Helen Bechthold 

Jean Meyer 

 Dorothy Bergstraessser 

Ezra B. Larsen 

 Philip & Florence Larsen 

 Richard & Cleone Nelson 

 Lorene Larsen 

 Sandra Elliott 

 Lars Madsen 

 Rebecca Retherford 

 Leif Madsen  

Letha Fern Oelrichs 

 Elroy Von Holten 

Frank Hase 

 Carl & Virginia Petering 

Joyce Gibbs 

 Alice Howard 

Julie Faubion 

 Alice Howard 

 

Darlene S. 

 Alice Howard 

Brunhilda 

 Lora Neddenriep 

Lorraine Madsen 

 Arlene Nelson 

Bob Brase 

 Gary & Debbie Halvin 

 Kevin & Michiyo Lappe 

 Randy & Angela Root 

 Wayne & Joyce Schulze 

 E.C. & Shirley Peper 

 Kathryn Fletcher 

 Dale & Anita Kunneman 

Alvin S. 

 Rev. Paul Reimers 

Rev. John Northwall 

 Karen Wilson 

 Gregory Chapp 

 James & Darleen Kautz 

 Keith & Leanne Brozek 

 Donald & Colleen Nutzman 

 Janice Kelpe 

 Philip & Florence Larsen 

 Jill & Mike Erman 

 Joy Gunderson 

 Mark & Kim Nielsen 

 Luke Northwall 

 Rev. Don Marshall 

 James & Angela Kros 

In-Kind Donors 
Arlo & Barbara DeKraai 

Pete & Robin Sandager 

Bonnie Wallace 

George & Linda Stevenson 

Shield of Faith Baptist Church-Catoosa 

St. John UCC-Collinsville, IL 

St. Mark LC WELCA-Midwest City, OK 

Tom & Cherry Jerlow 

Elizabeth Beaubien 

Note: All individuals, families and  churches are listed to the 

best of our knowledge. It is not our intent to omit any donors 

and  contributions from our lists. If you see we have made a 

mistake, please accept our apology, and let us know so we 

can make a correction. 

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS 

Flag Sponsor - $150 

Hole Sponsor - $300 

Putting Contest Sponsor - $1,000 

Executive Sponsor - $2,000 

Presenting Sponsor - $5,000 

12th Annual Golf Scramble 

Friday, September 27, 2019 

Cherokee Hills Golf Course 

Catoosa, OK  
Registration at 8:00 am 

Shotgun at 9:00 am 

$300/Foursome 



 

Nettie Orcutt, a resident of 
the Oaks Indian Mission 
throughout the decade of 
the Eighties, graduated in 
1988, married and raised a 
family in Las Vegas, Nevada. 
Though a woman of little 
means, operating on a tight 
monthly budget, Nettie con-
tinues to support this minis-
try, giving back, or, as some 
would say, paying it forward.  
Nettie was accompanied here at the Mission by her siblings, 
two of whom, Debbie & Priscilla, live in nearby Tulsa and 
stay in regular touch with things on campus. Debbie, who is 
active among the Oaks Mission alumni, has a daughter,   
Naomi, who is a recent graduate of Oklahoma State         
University. 

Anniversaries, of course, are cause for great celebration. And some even become 
occasions for celebrating the ministry of Oaks Indian Mission. So that gifts in honor 
of those celebrating are directed by the celebrants to this ministry, resulting in a 
significant amount of support.  
 

Two of these standout for us this past summer--the first being Ed & Cynthia         
Gustavson's fiftieth wedding anniversary, the evening beginning with worship at 
the  A-OK Synod Ministry Center, led by their son, Kent, using a liturgy he had com-
posed entitled "Mountain Vespers", followed by a catered dinner. What a  joyous 

moment that blessed then the ministry of the Oaks. 
 

The second occasion was the celebration of Pastor Roger 
Bruns' forty years as a pastor, serving in the Office of Word & Sacrament Ministry.            
Pr. Roger currently serves Trinity Lutheran Church, OKC, OK and is a faithful advocate for 
the Oaks Indian Mission. Much of the funding received by the congregation, honoring 
this milestone moment in Pr. Roger's life and ministry, was directed to the Oaks. 
Thank you, generous honorees! 

We mourn the passing of a dear friend of the Oaks 
Indian Mission, LaRue Miles, who spent the first sixty 
years of her life in her home state of Pennsylvania. 
But, after retiring from nursing, LaRue made a move 
that would dramatically shape the remainder of her 
long life. Here's how her obituary put it: "After retire-
ment in 1985, LaRue took her experiences to Oklaho-
ma and fulfilled her life-long dream of living with the 
Cherokee Indians. LaRue lived at the Oaks Indian Mis-
sion for 25 years, where she fully immersed herself in 
the Cherokee culture by caring for children, mastering 
the language and singing in the Cherokee choir...Her 
last days were spent in peaceful relaxation in Pennsyl-
vania with her family. Her remains will be returned to 
Oklahoma and buried on sacred, Cherokee Indian 
land." 

In keeping with LaRue's wishes, the family has directed 
memorials to be sent to the Oaks Indian Mission, 
where her heart will always remain. A memorial ser-
vice will be held in the Commons Room at the Oaks 
Indian Mission on Thursday, September 5, at 2 pm, 
followed by refreshments. 
 

Sol Bird Mockicin, Oaks Indian Mission alum, officially introducing 
newly-elected Deputy Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation, Bryan 
Warner, for his swearing in at the inaugural festivities last month. 



 

The Immanuel 
Vision Founda-
tion, based in 
Omaha, blessed 
this Mission won-
drously--for the 
fourth consecu-
tive year!--with 

funding generous enough to address our utility 
costs in a major way. Four electrical heating & air 
units were purchased, thermal windows were in-
stalled throughout Cherokee Cottage and solar 
panels were placed on the south side of the roof 
on the administration building, all of which have 
already given us a real break in our monthly ex-
penses. 

New Springplace Chapel has made great strides thanks to a lot of summer work        
projects, following on the heels of Our Lord's, OKC, and St. Paul, Hickory Grove, near 
Auburn, NE, both of whom laid the foundation for this summer's additions. Calvary  
Lutheran, Fort Worth, and St. John's, Council Bluffs, Iowa being the groups that        
contributed most--in fact, mightily! 
 

There is a definite buzz about campus these days. Not only about the new mu-
seum being completed and due to open soon, as well as the ground-breaking 
for a new cottage, mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter, but also a vocation-
al education project currently underway, located between Creek Cottage and 
our beloved animal farm.  
 

What is so downright inspiring about this particular project is the fact the kids 
here, with guidance from the staff, are closely involved in each step of the con-

struction. They being, of course, the ones who will then, once it's completed, benefit from the instruction, 
which will include welding, carpentry, auto mechanics, etc. Indeed, it will be a place where kids gain valuable 
skills and further preparation for their adult lives. 
 

Items still needed for this project to be successful include the following: Floor 
Jack, Socket Wrench Sets, Power Tools, Hammers, Extension Cords. In-kind 
gifts greatly appreciated...thank you! 

Pastor Adam, University of Nebraska, 

Lincoln, campus pastor, leads a group of 

students who visited campus during their 

Spring break in March. 

Members of the servant group from 

United Lutheran in Bella Vista, 

Arkansas, who spent a Saturday 

working on campus this summer. 

A group of women from World Harvest 
Church in Kansas City were here in early 
August, spending time with our kids, be-
fore leaving behind a wonderful collection 

of very useful in-kind items. 



 

~Home Items~ 

Laundry Detergent 

Dish Soap 

Toilet Paper 

Paper Towels 

Dryer Sheets 

~Pantry Items~ 

Cereal 

Crackers 

Bottled Water 

Kool-Aid 

 

~Outdoor Items~ 

Umbrellas 

Ponchos  

Lawn chairs 

Ice chests 

 

 

~Large Items~ 

Sofas 

Dressers 

Area Rugs 
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